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Perilous Experiences of a Coil··
fedcratc Officer, Who Saw the
Enemy From Dizzy Heights.

ROPE CUT AS HE ASCENDED

An Ascent That Completely Un¬
nerved the Aeronaut,,But He
Finally Came Down Safely.

During tho war between tho North nnd
tho South many events of absorbing- In¬
terest occurred,, and it has boon tho ob¬
ject of tho Tlmcs-DlBpatch to record as

many as possible of theso in tho Con¬
federato Column of this paper.
The following account of Cn.pt. John

Randolph Bryan's trips In a war balloon,
while attached to Ocn. J. ..B, Masrudor's
headquarters before Yorktown, we con¬
sider as we.ll deserving publication, -as;
It was (so far ns known to ys) ¡the first!
time a balloon was used by the Confed¬
erates in order to .ascertain tho position
and strength oí the Union ¿orces. \

It will add to the Interest of this narra-;
tlve to know that nt tho timo Captain;
Bryan was making .his ascensions .from;
tho Confederato lines Gen. Fitz ,John<
Porter was performing the .samo service;
for the Union army which lay facing the;
Confederates. His experience was similar
to Captain Bryan's, In that his balloon'
rope broke and his balloon also drifted-
aimlessly in the nlr.

General Porter's balloon was a much
more expensive affair than tho one the
Confederates could afford, and was at-
t-iched lo trie ground by ? silken rope.
Although General Porter uscapotl with¬
out injury In this adventure, the exploit
i:i now recorded In bronzo ypon a monu¬
ment to him.

0;int. Randolph Bryan nt present resides
in Birmingham, Ahí. Ile. Is tho eldest
brother of Mr. Joseph Bryan of this city,
of ? Ir. St. George T.'C. Bonn, and of
the P.ev. Braxton Bryan, of Petersburg.

f CAPTAIX BRYAN'S STORY.
The story is given as told"' by Captain

Bryan. lie says:
"I was a young man at the time tho

events, here mentioned transpired, and
was serving as clerk in tho Adjutant-
General's ofilcc and acting as aide-de¬
camp to Mnjor-Gencriil J. B. McGruder,
then commanding the Army of the Penin¬
sula, near Yorktown, Vu. In the tiprins
of 1SC2, when General IileClellan. of the
Union army, decided to inulto his advance
on Richmond by the Peninsula route, with
his two Hanks guarded by gun-boats, ho
found General (McGrude.r .entrenched
across ^fro, .Peninsula at Yorktown
from the York, to the James.. River.
Hardly had MeClqllnn jnnde- his
appearance whon .Çlonei-nl Johnston,
with the Army of TCortburn Vir¬
ginia, canw to tho ,rellof of McGruder,
who, with but a few thousand mon, was
holding tho Union army In chook. Tho
line across tho Puuinsula wius tin Irregu¬
lar one, being made to -follow tho contour
of somo streams aud mill dams which
trrently strcngthtmod their .positions. Mc.
Grader's headquarter,« wore nt Yorktown,
while Joseph li. Jolmston took up his
headquarters ¿at Major }jíhi's house, noarer
tho James river, »pine Julius further along
the line from York river, General John-
Eton hud brought down with him from
Richmond what I believe to be tho -first
balloon usod for mllUary eorvloo during
tho war, It waa nothing but ? big cotton
bag, coated over so as to muko it alr-
tight, nnd Intended to be Inflated with
hot air. as gps was a thing not to bo had
in those davs and In those places. After
being on 1 he Penlnr-uln for somo days,
General Johnston wrote to General Mc-,
pruder, requesting him to detail some ono
who was thoroughly acquainted with tho
country, and who was eapnblo of formimi
a correct opinion as to tho number and
character of the troojis In front of him,
In order that ho might bo assigned to do
duty with General Johnston. This order,
coming from General Johnston's head¬
quarters, passed through my hands, as I
was chief clerk in McGruder'.-- -Adjutant»
Gencral's ofllei·. and being young, nnd, I
ferir, of a durt'.-dovll spirit, uni! supposing
that an nssi-fiuneut to this duty would
bring mo prominently Into notice, and
probably offer some opportunity for dls-
tlnirulBhlng myself 'for since childhood I
hud been thoroughly familiar with all that
Section of country, und felt myself com¬
petent as to the other requirements,), I
then fon« ut once asked that I might be
detailed for thin service.

AßKEp FOR TUR D12TAII..
""liujor Uepry Bryan, McGruder's Ad¬

jutant-General, strongly .Vssiiaded me
from the undertaking, but 1 was so bone
on it that I w»;nt In person to General
Mi·'¡ruder and asked for the detail, which,
after nome llttlo persuasion on my part,
was granted to mu, although my friends
told me that It was moro than Ukoly that
I would got myself Into hot wuter, nnd
very possibly tin ease I should ??. into
tho enemy's line«) that 1 would «ut shot
for my pains. Nevtrthules», 1 Joyfully re¬

ceived my orders, und muuiit.ln-' my ??????.
rode gully ov/er to I/iV» hum, wher« Gen¬
eral Johnston -*ixs, to report myiielf <ar
ppc-clul Be:Tlc*. On arrivi-yf there I handed
jj*y ordii:·» I(i to the proper oHte-er, aiifl
reported for duty, liaviu·- a number of
*.cqualnt£iiici»j(í»round iri4-uâquurter;e, ! tried
to iind out fur wlmt purpose { vn« nut-dell,
cr to whnt duty 3 woud probably be un¬

signed, but could get no Information. All
I could ?-arn was from Colonel Rhett.
Johnston's Adjutant -General, th.it 'the
Cicn.r&l would be out presently, und would

himself tell mo what.he whnted me to do.'
"Attor ¡awhile I was culled Into General

Johnston's tent, and the Oenernl, looking
at me, and -seeming surprised that 1 wns
only à boy (for 1 was Just twonty-ono
yqtvrs old), began to question ino cinito
cioEoly as to what experience 1 had had In
military ¿itTnlre, how long I ,htul .boon
with .tlio army, whether 1 could distin¬
guish ono ibraneh of service from another,
.and the like.

"Having answered these questione to
General Johnston's satisfaction, the latter
laid a map of the Pan insula on the table
before ;hlm, nnd bogan questioning me
.about tlio dlfforent .ronds nnd .oreoks ajid
fording «¿luces, and othor topographical
matters on the Peninsula, Having .shown
myself snffloiqntly fo.inlliar with those
muttors, tho General ttlion turned ito .Col-1
one.I llliett and remarked, J<1 Uiluk i/ir.\
Drynn will do very well. '¿Ton will please:
assign him to tho balloon service to make
the reconnolsances, iindjinstruct him us to
what Information we wiint and tho :klnd
of report we tleslro from bini,' On hear¬
ing tills order 1 at onco sprang to my foot,,
protesting that while I could rido ? horso,
'and would ¡gladly do anything in my
po.wor, that I had iiievcr ,???? soon a.
balloon, and that I know absolutely noth¬
ing about.the management of.lt, and that
if tho General simply wanted some Infor¬
mation as tó the poslllon of the enemy
and Uielr' ntimbors nt any given point,
that I would very cheerfully go into the
lines and got this Information and return
as speedily as possible and report, My
words had;.»-liawover, small effect upon the
General, ijo told mo very curtly and posi¬
tively that I had been assigned to him for
duty, and that ho expected mo to per¬
form tho duty to which I whs assigned
without any .questions. He added that ho
had plenty of soouts already, and what
ho wanted wa,s ? man to go up In the
bnlloon, and that Î could now go and pro¬
paro myself .to be ¡In .readiness when sent
for. This was pretty hard, but 'us there
was no sort of question about It, I could
only mako my bow and .walk out with as

bravo an appearance as possible. Shortly
afterwards I was fully Instructed as-to all
the details; that there wus a crew of men
already in charge of tho balloon, who un¬

derstood tho management of ;lt, as to the.
inflating, letting It ascend and drawing It·
down nsn'n 'V means .of th.e rope which;
was ntt&ahed tovit (which passed around1;
a windlass), anfl.J. was also Instructed "in·
tlio islgnnls that I should molto when up
in the halloon, <by moans of a wig-wag
flag, to ¡tell those \below what ,was wnntad..
whothor 1 wished to ;go fast or .slow, tip:
or down. I was also .given auch informa-1
tlon ns ¡was at hand as to tho supposod'
position of ¡the enemy, and was Inatructod;
to carefully note whore ouch different arm·
of tho /Bory.ioe .(Infantry, artillery and pay-,
airy) .was located, and ;I was 'further told
to malïc.a jneuioranduni.or mn.p of all that.
I saw while up ;in the balloon, so as to.
bo able lo,,givo the best and most accanato
account of all I saw when I .rolurnod.
provided, of course, that I returned,at all.

TASSINO THM DANGBR ldNft.
"Tho balloon party Avere .located behind

a largo thicket of pino troes .about ? half
mile hack of the Confederate lines, with
a view of hllowlng the balloon to' roach
a considerable elevation before It could bo
seen by the enemy, who would, of course,
lire at It In tho hope of destroying It. At.
I had seen some artillery sendee, 1 was

quite well nwnro that after attaining a

certain height the ordinary field cannon
could »ot be trained to bear upon mo. bo.

that tho danger zone was only between
the timo that I appeared above the top
of tlio trees and the timo when I should
have reached such an elevation that thelr;
guns could no .longer bo trained upon mo.

This was no small consola tlon to mo, .for
my ardor to :go ?p .special service had
been much cooled at ¡the ¡baro thought of
being suspended in jnld-nir by what ap¬
peared to me as a ,mere .thread under a

hot-air balloon, with ;the chances pretty
strong that it would <ho burst by *ho
sohrapnel or shells of /the enemy, ..when
'down would corno baby, cradle and all.'
However, I determined to .make.
best of a bad bargain, and "Wfcnt to
the balloon camp' to study the situation
and my new duties, I was not left-jonc
.in suspense, for tho next day J .rooeived
an order* from General Johnston toanftkei
my first nsconslon. Tho balloon wns an¬

chored to a long rope, probably ,?, half
of ? mile long, which wan tied to a tree
and thon colled In o groat number of colls,
sailor fashion, on the ground, and then
.passed «.round a windlass, and was finally
attached to a number of cords coining
down from the balloon. ¡From this cone
of cords hung a good-slr.ed hamper, or

basket. In which I was to sl/ind or kneel
and mako .my observations. It did not
tnk.o a. vary long time fin fact, it was
accomplished much too quickly for my lik¬
ing) lo fill thb balloon with hot air, for a",
plentiful supply of pine knots and tur-
pentlno had been made ilo create u groat
lient under a flue, tho end of w.lileh opened
Into tho balloon), «p that very noon I ¡Wftß
told that my 'aerial horso was ready for
nui to mount and ride away.' Tluirofori
with note-book and pencil In my pocket,
and a heart beneath 11 beating very furi¬
ously (although, of course, 1 put on n

bravo front to those about me), I stepped
Into tho basket and gave the signal to
rise. At first the balloon was lot off quit«.*
gradually, and I began to ascend slowly.
'This in not so bud,' I thought; but tlio
worse was yet to come.

A TARGET IN MID ?111
"Hardly, however, had I gotten nbovo

tho treo tops and obtained a view of the
eneniy'.'i lino than I observed a (¿rent com¬
motion among them, mon running hero
and there, and In a very few minutes thoy
lina run out a battery, I saw the pfllc-er
In olmrgo elevate tho gun and ixii'cfully
sight It at mo, and give the signal to lire.
'Loom!' went the cannon, und Uto aboli
whistled by me In most unpleasant prox¬
imity. For some minutes sbolla mid bul¬
lets from the KchrapnelB (which burst in
front of ino) whistled, and sang around mo
with a most unploawunt music;-but iny
balloon and i escaped. ?? you may readily
Imagine, I, .did not feel very happy or
couiforiablo; on the contrary, 1 was /¡enroll
nearly broathless, and was exceedingly
nervous, I at inieo nave the signal, 'iiist-
ur,' und tho .balloon went upward muro
rapidly, and before long 1 reached mi
elevation ubovu the Hue of (Ire, when I
lígala signalled thorn to stop, mir] squat¬
ting down in the hamper, I trlod to collect
my thought« and breath more freely, I
now began to recover my composure,
when a most horrid thought Intruded
Itself upon me. 'Whatever goes up l,s
bound to come down,' Is u trite, but a
*ud, truu *oylng. 1 Itoew well J oould
not remain In this neaurlty forever; lu
fact, overy inameni Uin< passed the hot
all· hi niy balloon became cooler. I ther»>-
toio stt to work. Prom my elevated puni¬
tion l oould sou the whole country In every
direction· A wonderful puxioranm hprend
out beneath rou, Chosupcuko Hay, the
York and the James rivera, Old l'oint

I Comfort ami Hampton, mid the (letitH
lylnff in both thu York and tho James, and
the two opposing armies iylntf facing each

other, I thcreforu took out my hole-book
nnd Hindú n rough diagram showing tho
1-lvoi-s, the roads arid creeks, und maritine
Whore tho different bridles of tho enemy's
troops were upon this llttlo map, using
trio tullía ? ?' for infantry, 'C for* cavalry,
.'A' for ru'llllofy. and 'W for wngon tfnlns,
fthd I marked down about the number of
troops that 1 estimatoli ut cauli point.
Now, this was not fittoti an easy thing to
.do, ?? wo ihiay nt .first suppose, for tho
various currents of till- mado my balloon
,«pln and revolve/llko ? top (only vary
tuuuh sIowar)i ep Ihut 1 must noeda wait
.for ,n wholo revolution .to ocetir. before I
ooml'lotod my sketch of any pnrtlcitliu'
spot. ¡Filially ? gava tliò signal to lower·
the balloon, but hawly. luid I begun tho
descent when I saw thht tho "rmemy tinti
prepared to givo nip it very warm recep¬
tion as soon .as 1 cuino within range, for
thoy hud .run out a number of, other bat¬
teries, und stood ¡By their films preparine-
for tiring und aiming thom nt the -spot :I
must pass on my way to torra firma, i
therefore gave the signal, 'faster.'faster,'
and the men at tho windlass put forth
their best efforts', working ¡In .raluys, nnd
ns fustas thoy could. -However, 11 soomod
all too slow to mo, fur I .was spun ngalii.
hi tho danger zone, nntl the enemy's .guns
opened on me, tiring thin time by ¡but¬
teries, four and six at a time, and lillltur
the ah· with shells iuitl bullóte, and howrlj
escnpod I do not know, for iiome of, .their
shells passed very close to ¦*·*«. -

CAME DOWN IN :SAPJ3TY.
"Howovor, after whnt.soomcd \to mn an.

age, the Imlloon was finally wound down,!
nnd I stepped out of my¡buskot.onao moro;

upon Mothur -IStu'th. Mounting my horse,
1 rode lo Oenural Johnston's headquarter«;
to make my ,-roport. The -General lli-tenod
Intently -to .wjint 1 told hlrn- n"o "Rked
vory particularly ,as to the .position of tho
Qiffnront branches of the service, and un¬

tò their jinmbers, -emcl spreading out his
map on the table, mudo me show him
whoro tho different bodies of troops, ar¬

tillery .and ,bo on, .woro posted) Whon I
hud .finished my report the -Gonornl com¬

plimented -mo by saying 1 had .done very
well Indeed. Thorofot-o, at leaving I fnlt
that my experiences were a thing of the
past, and requested trio Gonetul to assign
mo to tho same duties which .I had -por--
formed befnro I hud joined him.

" 'My dear sir,' replied the General, ?
fear you forget that you are the-only ox-,

pcrlenced aeronaut that I have ,wRh ,myi
army, and you will pienso hold yourself
in readiness, as we may wish you -to ¿nnko
another asconslon at any time!' ,il felt
complimented, but I was not elnted.
"That evening the whole balloon ¡force

was ordered to move to another point,
some where nearer Yorktown, as the Gen¬
omi did not think It safe that the balloon
ehoulu'go up from the samo place' again.
Also, an arrangement was made 'for In-;
creasing tho speed In hauling .down thoi
balloon. This was that six artillery horses
wero hitched to the end of the rope which-
passed through tho windlass, and upon the:
signal to lower the balloon they woro,rid-"
don up tho road at a full gallop, which
brought tho balloon down .much more

quickly. In a day or two after a .second
ascent was made, at tho Goneral?s orders,
which was much -like tho -first one, but,
with somewhat 1osb: trepidation, by General
Johnston's 'only -ejçpprlenoed aeronaut,'
Who had already bop-i ¡nicknamed by .his
fellow-soldiers 'Balloon Bryan,' and who
¦was suspoctod by them of having a ¡screw
jooao .¡aomowhore on lacoottnt of his mud
trips jn. ,tho air. 'General Johnston re¬

ceived the sooond report,about as ho did
tho first, [but still ¡refused to dischargo ,tµ?
from tho balloon service, -but ordered, ¡me
to hold myself in readiness.

A TRIP BY NIGHT.
"A /few nights later J mado another,

and, I ain glad to say, my last asoonslon,
Which caino .noni· .being my ln,st trip in
anything; but I ,sha|l proceed to narrate
that occurronob.

"One night, just before tho army .fell
back from Yorktown ,and ¡fought the but¬
tle of Williamsburg .(which was tho iBth
of May, 1882), the balloon squad was

waked up one night with orders from
Genomi Johnston to .flro up tho balloon
and .make a roaonnolsauco as soon .as pos¬
sible. The courier who brought tho order'
informed mo privately that Information
had been received at headquarters -from
some of tho scouts that the enemy was In
motion, and that General Johnston was

very anxious to ascortoln In what direc¬
tion the move was to bo made, nnd
whothcr their troops woro advancing upon
moro than one point. It wns at this time
near tho full .moon, and the nights were
as bright almost as day. As soon, there¬
fore, ,as the .balloon was ioflatod I jumped
into my basket, feeling Quito at ease, as I
had already trincio two ascensions, and an

this waa to -be a night trip, 1 had but
little .fear of discovery and of bolng tired
on. .especially on tho enemy were .now In
motion, andTwhen marching could not -so.
well .arrange for this ai'tille.ry .servloe.i
But there wan a still creator danger upon-
which .1 had never caloulatod· 'The Con-
iodorato troops, nlmqst to ·a ..mo/n, .liad'
novar ,????? a balloop, and each ¡Urne that
I was sept uj* thoy euowdod around the
balloon uqund to watch this ..novel per-
formanoe, and amused themselves by
makbig ,nian.y and voi-lod .remarks,
which ,,were not vory .comrlhnentaiy
upon the whole bunipc;í,s and myself in
particular. On this ooottpiou the hal-
loou, shilling in the bright, firelight, ut-
traoted ft larger .otowd than usual, and
the crew in -charne had great difficulty
In keeping them back out of their way,
so thoy could properly perform tliolr
work. I therefore ontered the basket
and gave tho signal to riso, feeling, as

I have said, unusually comfortable, and
I had nscoiidoil about two hundrod foot
when, all at once, without any warning,
the balloon wn.8 jerked upward as by
some ¿root force for about two miles, so

it seemed to ine, I was .breatitle«) n.yd
¿rasping, and trembling like a leaf from
.fear, without, knowing what had hap-
poned, beyqnd tbo surmise that the ro;>0
which held ine to the o>\r;h hud broken.
What hail actually occurred. I ufler-
wurds found was this·. One of th1* sol¬
diers who wan drawn by cu ri? ? it/' to
nee tlie billoon iisrrcnd had crowded,
With the other···, loo near, ard h-id un¬
wittingly stepped into the coll of rope,:
one (-ml of .which was attached to tho
l.i^lloou. which, before ho could step
out (ingiù, tightened around 1'ls leg and
bogan pullluir hlui up to the. windlass,
whereupon he ¡e:oiined lo.idly, nnd one
of ids friends sclaed an a*«· and cut tho
rope, rclQiisJng him, but a'n* releasim**
me, Now, thoro I was, f.ollng as If 1
was a oouplo of inllos up It» the air,
absolutely helplers, wl.h no Idea of
how to ???????a?? my runaway .«-trod, and
with every prospect that 1 would event¬
ually very reluctantly loud In the ene¬

my's lliiiiH, wliiiih meant u km«
term of InipriHciuncnt, or rl»e that my
biilloop would i-omo down In the Chesa¬
peake Bay, with no means «f ,my ro-

gaining t|ie ¡«hore, which pertuvrB meant
being dioivnoil, but whleli I much pro·
ferrod to the former. These thoughts
were put of a highly consoling nature.
Uno thing 1 know tip that whon the
heat died out of the balloon 1 muat
iiial.o a graceful de-jcpnt; but (is to
where 1 sbollili lami 1 could not even
guess. To say that I wi..s 1'rightonofl
but faintly express«·· It, fur tl.i- ¡ Imost
Instuntuiieoua uscenti I Imd made had
not only taken n'.I the Ul'iiUth out of
my body, but «ueineil also to have de¬
prived ine of all my nerve ai.d (¡OUr(Uff
for the timo btli.g. Jlownvei, tffar fi
while 1 n;i"5ver.-:'j my breath and ioimd,
Upon oiilelul cx.-iiiiíi.iíí1i..:, that my ???a??
wiifl bi'Utliif mu'li a» ,.» »' 'i\.<- bal¬
loon ha·:! iii.-w ronclted u,< iifjulilbrium,
aud wiu. aip.Miiiti/ u fireiin·: quietly
(for there win- llttl'i air Kilirlny) vunt
tin- <'oii(e<le|-.!Ui ario)·, and J Wan look-
Injf tiowu to MttWu. fur Iwdov*· me, lny
the Vork il-.<i i.,nl itu, «<uivviiiid1o-r
eouiili.e whirl, I know Mi v/f'll.

Ml.fAVN' HAl'li AND iiORTIJ.
"i vai noi Vooií lofi to ojiley liti '>¦· ni

tie« of (hi* .*»e, for ine wind fr<i*hcii <\
up, und, ?} my utiwM ai»i;iu/, i fvuatj

myself bolng blown from tho' Coufod¬
oralo lines over into those of the enemy.
1.1 Is impossible to desutlbo my feelings.
1 foil that 1 was tint only leaving home
and friends forever, bilt was slowly
drifting to ceruUii emptuiu. Imuginu,
tlutoforo, my groat dullght'whon, lifter
drifting along , for soino distance, tlio
Wind vuoici! nnd 1 was blown back to¬
wards theConfederino lines near York"
town. (This ascension had booh made
from a tiolnt back of IAun No. 1, i, «.
Wynn'B Mill, on the Confederato Une».).
It woe evident that tho balloon was pool·
lng and settling, so Unit 1 wits 'getting
nearer and, hoarcr to tho earth. This
wus In many ¡respecls a. groat comfort,
but It was not unalloyed wllh how flan¬
eéis. As I iidvov,Baltl. the balloon having
now drawn near the .carili (a foW hun¬
dred foot ¡nubvo ;lt, I suppose)-! was
.blown from the ,enemy's litios ovor -tlie
Coiifudornti) .army, but, tilas I In a Jtur
.dlfCet'ont locality .from whero I lind ns-
ouuded. Thoraforç, when my balloon
jiiissuil .over .tho .spot wheie Colonol'
.Wurdts iBccan.Û .florida lioglmont was!
.encamped, .tlioy ¡turned out en <inns«o. j
and, .believing mo ;to be ,n -Yankee spy,;
followed mo .on. ¿put, tiring at mo ins ?

.fust us they eoultl. In vn tit 1 cried vtp

tho.ni ¡that I was a good .Confederate!
.the only answer. 1 received wob. from
¦the whistling 'at tlioli- bullets. I was i

,ns ? -thing -Ituni'od. and knew not which
wuy to ¡turn. iHowovev, 'the .wind tresh-
,ened again, nn$l jí, was blown.-out ovor/i
¡Voek »-Ivor, whloh, tillhough half ,a iinllo;
wide at Yorktown, Is throo ,or ttour ¡
:inlios wide whore I was now auffponded
.In the ,nlr. The iballoon bogan now to!
settle quilo .rapidly, nucí It was ovldont1
that ,1 would bo dumped micovomonl-;
otisly In the nilddlo of this, broad ·??-1

pauso of water. ',.'
? FRTENDI/V WIND.

"I, therefore, began to undroes, mix-;

pnratory to my long swim, but I .regret,
.to record that being a young mail I ws
what was toi'mod ,'somnwhnt dressy,'¡and
J had on a pair of very tight ¡fitting
boots, which, do what I might, I found
impossible to pull off, and aftor tugging
and soiiflllng in ¡every conceivable position
that my cramped .quarters in the ibnsket
would permit, -and still being unable to
rid myself of thoso accursed boots (which
¦were ¡pot .long sinpe my Joy and,, ¡pride.)
.I fortunately iromeniberod my jpoaiot-
knife, nnd had ¡booh ripped thorn down
the back and Joyfully dropped thorn over

the .edge of rny .Uaskei Tho .balonn
¦was now so noar .the rlvor that I .aoull
ihenr my .ropesplaehln In the water ns It'
dragged nïong .over the surftipo :and i
was waiting.to .begin my swim at nny
moment whon the wind ? gain., changed
and blow mo towards tho fWllllamsburg
¡shore. This -was; 'Indeed, liiok of th/·.,
.greatest kind. Aftor a travelling a-short.
dlstanco Inland, .my baloon, by .-this timo
having settled nearly to the ground, J,;
slipped over the .nido of the basket and
sliding down the iropo ^ntely, .and Joy¬
fully stood once ¡moró on my native :liealh.
,1 had landed in on orchard, and running,
.with my rope, as the baloon passed ovo¡

an apple Uree, I .twisted It quickly .about
,the tree trunk, and after a few Ineffec¬
tual flops my haloqn snqk exhausted to
tho .ground. M^hat remains to ho toM;
«an be related -In :a few ¡words,
"I dressed myself as quickly,as possible

nnd made my way to a neighboring faru,,
house, whore, after quito a hot discussion;
-with the farmer, I succeeded in HemirUu;'
a horse and rode hack to Genorh.1 John-
.Bton'fi Headquarters, a distance of about
eight .miles, and mode my report as to
my experiences .and as to what I had;
.seen. .On th|s trip my baloon had. .(so
far as 1 can judge) made 'a half moon

circuit of about fifteen miles, about fpur
.miles of .which '-weifi over Tork Rlv*r. As
to the height to Which I attained I can¬

not well compute.
"Tho lnformaWon which ? was ab'.>

?to give General Johnston ae to the\roaus
upon which tho enomy were now moving.
entiÍDlod him to probare for an nttnek
whion wan made by .them early the next
morning just before dny. '"

"I .was among tifióse Who awaited the
approach of the enomy, and you will-pai-
don mo If I say that It gave me no llttlo
satisfaction to aim my rifle at those who
hod so recently and so frequently taken
a wlrjg shot at me."

An Historical Romance.
Illustrative of Lifo and Love In nn Old

-"Virginia. Country Homo.

A work ¡that should be In tho homo of

every ¡Southerner.
Bl Chapters, 582 Pages.
Price by mall, 50 cents.

LOUIS J. MOUNTZ,
.902 ?. Twentieth St., ¿tlohmond, ?&.
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Four Days,
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ARTILLERY ARMY
OF

Valuable Historical Statements,
By Col. William T. l'qagtie,

OÎ Lexington.

CAPfAIN É. HOLMES BOYD

U'he Rockbidge Artillery and Col.
Pendletqn."Root Hog

or Die."

Hon. ¡Bobort T. Barton, of .Winchester,
.who .-voira bravo ñamo ns a soldier or«
ho .became tho distinguished lawyer
.legislator, speaker and author that ho
is, .grave your readdrs in' the "Adven-
.luroH of a Boy Soldier at Port Hc-

publle," a most interesting story, that·'
had ¡hi It "tho very Imago and body of
the time," His able partner' In the woll
known firm of Barton & Boyd now re¬
late« tho position of Jackson's Brigade
at First Munassas, with spcolnl refer-
once to tho famous Bockbrldso Battory,
oí which ho was a momber, and. tho
artillery of the Army o£ tho Blicnan-
tlonh. Col. Wm. T. ;Poa Poague, of Lex¬
ington, who was on the field as a lieu¬
tenant In .the KockJjrtdBe Battery, and
who ..Is noted for Jdn accuracy uf state¬
ment, its well 'as for lit« accuracy of
.lire, fixes some points of hlsjery' that
havo nov.er been clearly defined. Both
of those ,gnllant .soldiers and escollen,
writers flavor their articles with somo of
the spice of battio that makes more

edifying reading than statistics, and Is.
too good to bo lost. Irish wit could uot
bo extinguished, even on the Henry Hill,
and Jacksonlan "peppor and salt" made
only those laugh who were not in front
of ft. J.NO. W. DANIEL·.

1. Wo wore on tho way ,to tho field
In a swooping trot, when Generals John·
stoti and Benuregnrd passed tip ,in u '?11'-
lop.

2. The battery marching In column
reached a point just behind the .firing
lino near .the left of the Fourth Virginia
and turned to the right, tho first gun of
Brockenbrough's section inking posi¬
tion on the left -of Stamiard's guns
Two .guns, MulvauKhlln'fl section, poi-scu
oh .in rear of Stannard's guau, and went
into position on their right. On .the
right of this section .AlbUKtlB'" battery
was .-stationed. One -of tho .guns of
íBnookenhro.ugh's sootlon hnd -btvlbed.for,
what -reason I did not know.just nt th»
¿point where wo turned into 'tho little.
«clearing. Seeing that It was not .engaged,
1 ropprtefl tho fact to Captalu Pcndleton,
who -directed ,mo -to find a place for it
¡and ppt ft ¡to work. This I did, placing
ft on tho right .of Alburtls and beyonrt
a., ¡tance.

3. I happen to know something about
trio caissons, «s 'It was the business of
the Junior second lieutenant to look
after .them." Ours were mado In Win¬
chester and consisted of ammunition
chbtita fitted on the .running gear of or¬
dinar*.' farm wagons._,

.4. Some A-scattering, stunted pines
were on the right and loft of the -Jlno
of guns, and In the rear a'dense wood of
small pines at the edge of which th»
Fourth "Virginia and ¡the Twenty-seventh
yit-ginla wore lying when we entered tho
field.

?. I never know that Beauregard gavo
ilaekson -tile ¡order to charge, but I must
mot doubt It .now, as Holmes Boyd's
recollection is definite and circumstantial.
In reading tho reports of those two of¬
ficers, oh«! would .infoi· that discretion
wag left to Jackson as to tho propor
moment for hfs chargo.

G. In the hottest of tho fight, when
the pines In tho roar woro being splin¬
tered by the enemy's shotp, Tom Martin,
an Irishman In our company, exclaimed,
"Old Abe is again at hfs trade of making
rails."

7. The battery did not retiro to the
woods in the rear, but to the crest behind
tho woods.

8. I do not think JCIrby Smith was
on the field whon Jackson sont forward
the Fourth and Twenty-seventh. He was
there when the final advance of all the
troops was made fcy Beauregard.

9. I think wo heard of the promotion
of Captain Pendloton on the march from
Winchester» to Mnnassas. iFIrst Blou-
tenunt Brockanbrough sucoeedod .him, of
course. But Ì feel sure ho did not as¬
sume command of ,the battery before
thu battle. I know that Pendloton rode
at the head of our battery into the fight,
and that orders received by the second
lieutenants came directly from him (Pen¬
dloton). $&y -friend. Major Bowyer Bi'ock-
enbrough, who lost his arm .hi the ser¬
vice, and ? few years since dlad hi tho
West in no way or manner commanded
¡the battery i nthis, its first battle. I wish
to emphasize this etjgtem<mt out ot Blrn-
plo Justice to Captain Pendloton, who
.some years ago and after his death, was
criticised In ¡a .Ptibllshod article for failure
of duty as _Uegod, and the crqdtt ut
commanding the battery in this battle
given to the first lieutenant,

.ID. ,A limbor chest of «Canard's wns
blown up, and nut a caisson.

11. Boyd Is In .error as to Davis being
cleoted a lieutenant at that time. J. Mct>.
Alexander was elooted .second lieutenant,
and Archie Graham, Jr., eeoond Uou-
tennnt.
J like to tell an incident in oounoction

with Jackson that day. After trio artil¬
lery rotlred to the crest on which tho
Lewis House stood, and somo little while
after tho Fourth and Twenty-seventh had
been sent into the charge, I wont down
to the brook in our front to got nonio
water. There I found General Jackson
calling on tho men, some hundreds of
whom hud drifted there from tholr Urokon
commands In the earlier -part of trio fight,
to form Uno along the little stream. After
getting them In- some sort of shape he·
udvnnccd some paces to ^ho front, turned
his horno to face trio lino and cried In his
¡shrill tones as he pointed. towurds tho
battlefield: "Now. men, if you boo any
Yankees coming out of thoso pines up
there give them.popper I" At this, ???·*?
was a burnt of laughter from tho men,
when Old Jack, turning in', his saddle as

ho «purred to the front, shouted baeki
"Aand salt, tpo!" -This was greeted w..,i
a roar of laughter, followed by pom» dis¬
puting remarks from a ¡Louisiana t?ß??
'itbput "that fellows kind of swearing."
Till* fpcldent Impt'ñssed me with Jack-

eon's ruU opmprehonBlon of tho situation,
his üleur-hoadeclnoHn and ._lf-pQsso_lon
In providing '««' wqry oontlngeppy ut tho
arltlcftl hour ot <hat memorable day.

W. T. POAGUEJ.

(By ,35. Holmes Boyd, of Wluoheeter.)
When tbo First Brigade of the Army of

the fihonandoah (after known as the
¦»mnewftll JOrlgado) wps formoli and CoJ·
«nel Jaoltson .made It» ootnmenft'-r, -the
«oakUrldjp* AntlUery (.Captain W, ji.
Pe»dlt-tpn; «w .attAched to It, and in
faot -nadjo a j-flrt of the brigade and con¬

tinued to be a part until tho organb-ntlon
of the artillery Into battalions |p the full
Of 1S62.
'Tho battory reached Mnna/.sas from

Winchester en the 90th pf July and went
at ouoo to 4he biveuup oí tho hrtgude on-
Ilio rottd leudlng from Miuuissus to Con-
tervlllo.
Tho regiment wont by rail from Plod·,

mout, Station to Wanassas, while the or-

tlllory marched tut Iho way,, lteiloô tho
infantry arrived before the artillery, Tho
position wtì occupied on tile 20th nnil early
morning of the 21st \Vas, according to iny
rocollcetlon In tho rear of both Mitchells'
and McLean's ford, and I, suppose wo
were at first held as a reservo, At any
rate1 Wo cuuld havo easily reinforced our
troops, at olthór of thcso two fords or nt
ïalnekbum'B.
An hour or two after wo first heard

tho firing oil our loft, General Jackson
look tho ilyo reglmehte of his In-lfeado.
ifioeond, Fourth, Fifth,. Tweiity-seventn
and Tlilrty-lhlrd yirglnla.In tho Clreetlon
of tho firing, leaving tho ,ai:tlllery In
catnp, although wo had liltaliod up and
wore roady to muve at a »nattiont's itotlco.
The men of tho battery were very, In¬
dignant at being left behind and felt that
II was a reflection Upon thorn for General
Jackson .to take the infantry and not the
artillery. Into thu fight.
THE MATTERY MOVES 'TO THE

: LEFT,
lnJtt short time, howovcr, how long

J cannot say, Odierni Joseph E, John¬
ston came along in ? ,8'illop with his
staff, going In the direction pf tho firing.
ami erdoi'ed Captain (now colonel) I'en-
dlotou to follow With his own and nn-

.othor battery, Alburtts (Wise), of Mar-
tltiHburg, Ì 'think. At uny rate, 1 re-

uiember «eolng, at tho timo Lloyd Faulk¬
ner (now Juago ,of the Ilorlttey and
Jefferson Circuit), 'arid he belonged to the,
AlburtlB' Company.
We, had four pieces In our battery,

ono liowlteor and three hrass six-pound¬
ers,, twe or .them being guns that tlio
«idol« Jit the Institute drilled Virus nnd
pulled themselves, The guns hnjr lim¬
ber clients-but no caissons. Wo hnd a

four-horse wagon, covered with a tar¬
paulin, for o. .caisson. Thcso six-pound-
crs ¡are -«till at tho Institute and a few
yeara ngo were still used by tho ca¬
dets In drilling.
THE POSITIONS NEAR THE HENR5

HOUSE.
When wo had reached the Held thero

wore sqvernl battorles in position on tho
edge of the plateau, a few hundred
yards 'from the Henry house. Tho to¬
pography of tho ground occupied by our

artillery was very favorable, The guns
wore on a slight elope and tho crest
of tho llttlo hill In our front afforded
protection to the.men and pieces, Tho
-Rockebrldge Battery was placed pn the
right of the lino' of artillery, and In
marching to tKe position, wo passed In
tho rear of several 'batteries that woro
already engaged. They wore; I recall,
the Thomas Artillery (Captain Stanard),
some gunu ot tho Washington Artillery,
and Alburtls'. The latter proceeded us
a few minutes. Mojor Robert -W. Hunter
says that tho Washington Artillery only
had two pieces In action at that point,
but my recollection Is It' had four.
LIEUT. ????? ?????ß ????/G.

COL MOORE WOUNDED.
As wp wont tó our position, and whh>

passing :ln the roar of Staniird's bat¬
tery, a eolld shot knocked a lieutenant *>
bond .off. His name, 1 'believe, was
Maoon. Lieutenant Colonel L. T. Moore,
of tho -.Fourth Virginia, sow ¿the shot and
thought it was John Williams, of Win¬
chester, who was killed. John belonged
to the JRockbrldgo battery and Colonel
Mooro bad just «eon him. Colonel Moore
was wounded that day and was very III
for month«, part of the time delirious,
and lie always Insisted that John had
been killed until he actually saw him.
POSITION OF JACKSON'S REGI¬

MENTS.
The Fourth Virginia, regiment, under

Colonel Jomes F. Preston, and the Twen¬
ty-seventh Virginia regiment, under Lieu¬
tenant Colonel John Echols, wero Im'
mediately in tho rear of the Artllleiy ana
.formed, os it wero. the center of th*
brigade; the Twenty-seventh behind tho
¦Fourth. The Fifth was «ji tho right,
the Second kind Thirty-third on tho lofL
.1 saw a shell explode In the Washington
College company of. the Fourth and kltl

I four or five men, anä I think wounded
some. That company was a little to the
loft and r<-ar of my pleco and I saw
tile shell explod« as 1 was golhg from the
ploce to the limber chest to'got some am¬
munition. My recollection Is that there
was a piece of woods Immediately In tho
rear of the Fourth and Twenty-seventh,
as well as woods to our left and right.
In other words, my Impression Is that
our artillery was ,ln an open space, a
few hundred yards in width, nearly aui-
Toutided on throe sides by thickets. I
recollect that on the right of ,our front
there wero somo of the onemy'e Infantry
who annoyed us a good deal íuid they
wounded the only men In -our batter;,
that wore hurt, and, I think, though J
(lid not see -It, shot' General Jackson In j
the hand. After he was wounded, I
member seeing him oil tho field holding
tip his left hand wrapped in a hnndkor-
chief. _

GENERAL REUREGARD APPEARS.
Whllo the «ring of both cannon and

small arms wns very hot, General
Reaurogard rode up to tho dring Une oí
tho artillery and ordered General Jack¬
son to charge. I am not bui-u that (Jon.
Johnston was .with him at tlio time, but
I recollect distinctly that ho (Genomi
Johnston) was nt our pieces either ot
that time or before. I was .surprised to
see Ihe generals .commanding the army
In such an exposed position', and won-
derod w'hat would be the result If thoy
were .killed or disabled. I had never seen
Genomi -Reaurogard, but when he gave
Genomi Jackson the order I knew who
ho was. I hud neon General Johnston
frequently in the Valley. The order was
either lo "charge the enemy" or "charge
those battorles." I forget which, and
Gonoml Jackson's reply, as I recollect,
was, "I'll do it." Jn a minuto the Fourth
and Twenty-seventh woro on their foot,
and doubtless tho olhor regiments of
tho brlgnde. though I do not recollect
seeing thaw. The Fourth und Twonty-
sevonth were very near us. They had
.been under artillery lire for several hours,
and lying on tholr broasts the men natu¬
rally "rooted" In the ground ns the
nhells pnnsed over them. When tlhoy
got up lo chargo, many hnd dirt on tho
tip ends of tbo'.r nosos. Though the
firing was very hot and brink, an Irish¬
man In tho Rookbrldgo Artillery, who
was very much nniURed at their nppear-
aneo, orlod out. "Root, hog. or dio."
Jaokson, In his report spoko of thoso
two .régiments as "the hipre than bravo
Fourth nnd Twenty-seventh."

AMMUNITION EXHAUSTED.
When tho brigade started to ohnrge

t'ho biHtory retired to the woods in tho
rear and was not in popltlon again. Our
ammunition wnu about exhausted. When
Jackson mado tho charge niyl was driv¬
ing the enemy buck Klrhy Smith eamo

on the n>ld with ills brigade, or had
oome ? short timo before. Tho enemy
began to foil back till along tlio line,
and there was a general advance of our

forces In that part of tlio (leid.
"CAPTAIN" AND "COLONEL" PEN-

DLETON.
Whllo Captain Pendletun was the com¬

manding oillcer of the Rockbrldge Artil¬
lery, he was acting chief pf the artillery
of the army from tho Valley, and had
charge of all the batteries at the front.
Lieutenant J. B, Brookonbrougli might
be said tp have been In Immediato com¬

mand of the company during tho fight,
as Captain Pendutoli was nooessarlly
with the other batteries a,good ^portion pf
the time. Indeed, he had already been
made colonel of artillery, but had not
changed Ms insignia pf rank.
THE ARTILLERY OF THE ARW OF

THE SHENANDOAÜ·
General Johnston took fivo battorles

from tlio Valley to Manasen«, Vini The
Jtookbrldge, Jmbodeu's, Alburtls's, Stan-
iiard'e (Thomas Artillery irpro Richmond),
and the Newton Artlllory, from Frederick
county. The latter was during tho. fight
commanded by Lluutonunt Beckham (a
c^dvi or vory recent gjraduu,te °< Vftst

Politi), who had boon assigned to 11 m
a drill master. Beckham/1 think came
upon tho field Just im McDowell wdfl try¬
ing to muko a eland at Young's Branch,
and made considerable réputation. "The·
gitllent Pelhnm" was with AtbttrtlB'e Bat»
tery,
tmbodon's Battery was with Bo tina

Barlow, when they wore drlvoh back, and
did eood service, but was not In action,
ht the samo timo wo wore, Ho wae
hoiiVlly engaged before trio llockbrldge,
nnd Albtirlis's batteries came upon Ilio
.field. Jackson In-lils report ohumctorlgüd
Iiiibodch ao dauntless, His battery wue
"Tho Staunton Artlllefy," which attor*
wards under Captain A. VV. Unrber, now
of lllchmond, rendered splendid sorvlco,
until tho close at Apiiotnnttox.
A limber chest exploded during flit

fighi, and I think iV belonged to Stantiard«
JOHNSTON AND UlflAURKOAU» ON

TIM UNES.
Trio Kov.' Dr. Hyde (criapltiln-gctierat of

tho Stato camp), who commanded tho
Mooreflald (Hardy county) Company ,òC
the Thirty-third at Manassas, says: Twit;
General Johnston and Beauregard camo *

riding ,togethe,r rrom tho artillery Uno ¡to
tho extremo left of the brigade, (tho
Thirty-third was. the left) and this wan
Just about the ilme flint J_rby Smith
made his .charge, or rather Jülscrj-, afl
Kirby Smith was wounded white he 'wna
forming rile brigade and Blsoy -took com¬
mand. Tills confirms my memory timi
Johnston and Beauregard were together
When the latter gave Jackson the older,
but I was not .certain.

,. .. MOUMEo BOYD.

HICHMONO HOWITZERS:
THEIfl LIST FIGHT

The Bettery Flag and What Be-
came of It.An Inter¬

esting Letter.
Editor Tlmes-plspatch:
Sir.Tho following personal letter wat

not written- for publication, but I am,
suro will be of Interest to all Howltzors,
especially the account of tho company's
flttg. ? therefore take Ilio liberty of ask¬
ing spucu for It In the Confederato col¬
umn. Very truly ,.'·

JOHN W. TODD.
Staunton, Va., 100G.

Thompson PC Roods, Louisa, Va.
Mr. Jno. W· Todd:.I have just read

'your account of the butt fight of our

company. I think I met you a year or so

ago, whllo you wore In tho Legislature,
but of course we «ould not recognize
each other. 1 remember ypp as ,o slim,
long-legged, rather gangling boy. Jf that
description does not fit ¡the subject, or
does not please the madam (whom L
hope God has given you and still Pre¬
serves for you), I lieve «Imply con¬
founded you with somo one «lee. (My
wife says -that was roc, sure, J. W· T.).
My recollection of your brother Is vory
distinct, as wo went out together In *61-
In fact, I see Charlee every .now and
then. ïn the last .paragraph you hopo
for responses from others who wont to

¦North Carolina after wu were disbanded.
Four men of tho First detachment start¬
ed on- that trip.Peter Williams, î^eigh
Boblnson, W. Kean and a Maryland man

named Buckmaster, who was a sergeant
In Brown's battery and Andrews' bat¬
talion. Brown's .battery was captured '

when tho ilnes were broken Jii front of
Petersburg, but lie escaped. Ho fell In
with us on tho second dny,of the retre.it
and stayed with us to tho end. Wo (us
four) went by Campbell C. H. and then
turned east to Halifax county to leavn
With his people Peter Williams', brother,
Wat Williams, who was'"so en-all and
weakly wo could not take him on tho
trip. Wo stopped a day in Halifax with
Williame' people, and, loaylpg poor lit¬
tle Wat William» because wo would not
let him go with us, we again took up tho
line of march. Fortunately for us. Just
beyond Danville, I think, we mot Captain
Paris, of Halifax, who belonged to Gen-
oral Johnston's army, Petçr Williams
knew him. lie told -us it was useless to

go On, an. when he ¿eft, Generals John-
ston' and ¡Sherman liad hud an Interview'
with reference to tho surrender of Gen¬
eral Johnston. .So 'We -footed it back.
Williams apd ¿Robinson stopped in Hall-
fax county nnd I parted with Buckmas¬
ter :ln Charlotte, jíe going tp Richmond
and J on to my home in Louisa, where I
am now sitting under my own vino and ¡
fig-tree. ¡If on your trips to Richmond
you .will stop and see me, we will taste
the /rult of that same vino and fig-treo
(apple, In the concentrated form), and
tell some old war «tortee. I give you thu
coke, .however, en tl*e firing. of that

piece while Umbered up and .stalled in a

mudhejo. I hope, ¡for the"sake .of your
wife and children, J am ;the only nrtll- ¡
leryman who hne ,?-end that By tin f
way, ns you still keep an -interest in the
old days. It may interest you to know
what became of tho battery flag. Gen-'
eral McClawe«- gave trie battery a fing
after Sharpsburg. ?* a battery ¡had no

use for a flag (the guu being tho can-

nonier's .rallying point), .our flag was al¬
ways carried folded up in the flmbor-
chest of Ihn first piece. Attor we bnd
splkod apd buried our guns, I took tho
flag out of the limber chest and, »rith .

Peter Williame, went Into the bushes
whore ? cut two holes in It jfor my arms

and put it on under my «U'rt. I wore It
until we got baok from North Carotina
to Halifax county. Thou, everything hav¬
ing boen lost, and not thinking there wns

any future, I took It oft and wo cut it up
and threw the pieces' in a oreek. What
would wo not give to have It now? That
you may ilio better recall me to your
momory, I was the old No. 1 of the first

piece and was made corporal soon after
we got to the Dunn House'in the summer
Of '01. Hoping nil Is well with you and
youra and that wo may yot moot this
side of the river, I am,

Your old comrndo,
W. KEAN.

Prof. Humphrey's Diary.
Editor of Tho Tlmcs-Dlspatoh:
8??·,-?1?? diary of Professor M. W.

Humphxoys, which was recently published
under my Introduction In the Confederato
column contained a number of expressions
which should have boen oruBOd or oor-

reotoa beforo It retried printer's ink. It la

duo to mlHiidvm-iiuro that these erasures
or corrections woro not made, which pro-
fossor Humphrey regrpts. I do also re¬

gret tho circumstance, and am -f-ware
that tho professor would hay,« <*llmina,ted
the expressions referred to 'had ho an¬

ticipated the puWicattPi-· ? "ad supposed
that be luferred the .publication would
bo made by the ¡nature of our corres¬

pondence, but In a&Hndance, of caution,
wrote him at Charlotte1'!11*5 *° l»at ef,

ito?, and informad ftvn that unless 1
heard from him I would act accot-dingTy;
As it chanced he left Chprlot¡tesvilJe, .and
did not get my Iettar I» due season, and
1 proceeded RS Indicated therein.
He does ·??( blame nio, tho gist and

kind spirit ha l»w shown Intensifias my
'regret that, however, innocently, j have
occasioned arrogance to that honorable
und pbllfdnjí çeivttemun.

Yours respectfully,
JOHN W, PANIEU

iUtbber Stamps
Only Milkers South BUCK'S
FLEXIBLE. ,'. Best Made
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